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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/069,207 
Examiner 



Douglas J. Theisen 



Applicant(s) 

OGAWA ETAL 



Art Unit 

1724 



- l he RILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 

"enoo Tor Keply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " 

" ^S^S^SSt'S?,^ a ^ ilable ,. und f r the P r ° vi *°"s of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, hoWever, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication y 

" !l Ln ntri^ £ r ! P ', y SpeCife T IT iS '?u SS tha " thirty (30) days ' a rep| y within the s,atutor y mi ™ m ™ °' (30) days will be considered timely 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 June 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims ' 

4) |3 Claim(s) U7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |3 Claim(s) 1J_ is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 7 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)K1 The drawing(s) filed on 21 February 2002 is/are: a)Q accepted or bM objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) |E1 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3AII b)Q Some'cO None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.I3 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

2! R No!' 06 °! n 6f r nCeS Cte D d (PT °" 892) 4) D lnterView Summa( V C™- 413 ) Paper No(s). . 

2 U Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of lnformal Patent App|icafon (PyQ .,^~ 

3) [XJ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 1 . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



1 . Figure 4 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art-- because only that which is 
old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection 
to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 9, line 20 
the phrase "are flown" is used. It appears that "flow" or "are flowed" would be more 
appropriate. On page 14, line 17 the phrase "has flown" is used. It appears that "flow" or " has 
flowed" would be more appropriate. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 



5. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the bottom plate" in line 10 of the claim. There i 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Specification 



3. 




the invention. 
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6. Claim 3 recites the limitation "the separation treatment tank" in lines 2 and 3 of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It appears that "the 
separation treatment tank" should be "the decomposing treatment tank." 

7. Claim 4 recites the limitation "the separation treatment tank" in line 4 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It appears that "the 
separation treatment tank" should be "the decomposing treatment tank." 

8. Claim 7 recites the limitation "the exhaust gas" in line 2 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

9. Claim 7 recites the limitation "the separation treatment tank" in line 2 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It appears that "the 
separation treatment tank" should be "the decomposing treatment tank." 

Claim Objections 

1 0. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: The phrase "is flown" is 
used in lines 2 and 3 of the claim. It appears that "flows" or "is flowed" would be more 
appropriate. Appropriate correction is required. 

11. It is noted that in claim 5, line 3 the phrase "the decomposition treatment tank" is used. It 
is suggested that this phrase be changed to "the decomposing treatment tank" in order to agree 
with a similar phrase in claim 1, line 5. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



12. Claims 1-7 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the objections and 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas J. Theisen whose telephone number is 703-305-6499. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 6:30 until 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on 703-308-1261. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for regular 
communications and 703-872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 



*** 

July 14, 2003 




CHESTER T. BARRY 
PRIMARY EXAMlNEf 




